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The Origins of Tai Chi Juan’s Spread in Japan:
The Birth and Division of the Japan Tai Chi Juan Association.

GAMO Ryota

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the role of the "Japan Tai Chi Juan Association" in the early
Tai Chi Juan movement, which links this organization as the origins for some of the current Tai Chi Juan
organizations in Japan. At present, there is the "Japan Wushu Taijiquan Federation,” the “Japan Health
Taijiquan Association,” and the "Japan-China Friendship Association," all of which serve as Tai Chi
Juan’s major organizations in Japan. Current research has not focused on the fact that the leaders of
these organizations all belonged to the "Japan Tai Chi Juan Association" during the early spread of Tai
Chi Juan in Japan, and that they all had interacted with each other. This study starts by clarifying the
situations of two groups (Furui Yoshimi’s group and Miura Hideo’s organization) that joined the "Japan
Tai Chi Juan Association" and their guidance principles. Next, this study examines the guidance
principles of the “Japan Tai Chi Juan Association.” This section argues that Tai Chi Juan leaders Yang
Ming-Shi and Otaki Kazuo served as the innovators of Japanese Tai Chi Juan Association.” Finally, this
study examines the change in teaching policy at the "Japan Tai Chi Juan Association.” This change
meant that the association adopted the official Chinese style of teaching and the rejection of former
leaders. The policy change of the "Japan Tai Chi Juan Association"” encouraged the independence of its
two leaders. Yang Ming-Shi made the original organization that later became “Japan Health Taijiquan
Association,” and Otaki Kazuo became the ideologue of the "Japan-China Friendship Association.” As
a result, the policy change that made the division of the “Japan Tai Chi Juan Association” produced the

influences that formed the present organization of Japan's Tai Chi Juan.
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